
 
 

Don’t Forget to check 
the website; 
www.pkps1.com 

Zoo Pond Cleaning 14 April 
Following the meeting we will travel to Glen Oak Zoo pond for the 
annual cleaning. Please plan on helping as many hands make for l ight 
work. I  know that several have already volunteered to bring some of 
special tools needed, but we can always buckets, shovels, etc. 

S e condar y S tor y He adl ine  

The Prairieland Splash 

I know that I told you in last months meeting that I would provide a checklist for pond opening, 
however I am reasonable sure that with this spring weather everyone ponds are already open and 
in full operation. Beginning with the April meeting the club will have food, bugs and filter media 
for sale. I think you will find that Allen also will a couple of new items for sale to include water 
meters so you can measure the amount of water that you are adding to your pond, this may be a 
big help when you are adding chemicals to neutralize chloramines. 

You will find a couple of good articles in this months letter, one was authored by Jeannie Clark , 
she provides some interesting insight into the use of salt in your pond; the second will feature the  
Maltas’ pond, you will be able to visit their pond following the meeting in May. 

 

April meeting will take place at Kull Scape  in East Peoria, Please remember parking for the meeting 
will be at the First Church of the Nazarene.  It's about four or five houses west of Kull Scape, also don’t for-
get your  chairs as we plan to meet outside. Ray Kull will be the guest speaker. 

 

 I would like to take a moment to thank Karen Dickerson  for the time she devoted to the Secre-
tary’s position, Karen recently resigned her position for personnel reasons, she will be missed. At 
the same time I would like welcome Letriana Cantrell to the Secretary’s position,  I know that she 
will continue to provide the club the valuable service that we all have grown accustom to. 

 

Don’t forget to send your pond information to Brenda Smith, we will  be showcasing ponds in the 
newsletter, this a great opportunity to show off all of your hard work.  The board has discussed 
this years participation in the HOI fair, we plan on downsizing the display from previous years 
and we plan on once again to participate in the ICC days that take place in late summer. 

PKPS DUES 

$ 20.00 

By 1 April 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Beginning Balance $4683.85 

Income   $ 262.00 

 Expenses  $ 144.47 

End Balance  $4801.38 

Special points of interest: 
Watch for new features coming soon 
to the newsletter 

• New Members info 

• Classified Ads 

• Tips, Tricks  & How To 

Pra i r i e land  Ko i  And  Pond  Soc i e ty  Mee t ing :  Sa tu rday  Apr i l  14 -9 :00  AM 
Ku l l  S cape ,  1401Meadows  Ave ,  Eas t  Peo r ia ,  I L .  
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Never Underestimate the Power of Salt! 
By Jeannie Clarke  

Following is a list of the club meetings that you asked for: 

     April 14, 2012 - Kull Scape, East Peoria 

     May 12, 2012 - Hornbeckers  - Start Time will be 10:00 AM -     
Mini Pond Tour starting at Malta's house in Peru 

     June 9, 2012 - Steve & Lisa Carter, East Peoria - Speaker will be 
Mike White 

     July 14, 2012 - Greg & Letriana Cantrell, East Peoria 

      

 

softener salt has an anti caking agent 
called yellow prussiate of soda. This 
chemical under some circumstances can 
kill fish, however some people have used 
it successfully. You decide, but if you can 
get your hands on one of the others, it 
may be wise to do so. 

We all have at our disposal a magical 
solution to so many of our pond prob-
lems.. It is salt. 
 The first use brought to my at-
tention has been to control string algae. 
Akca did a study and found that it did 
indeed work. #25 per 1000 gal (0.3% by 
weight) or less will not only aid as algae 
control but will not harm fish. Some 
plants don’t like this dosage of salt so 
remove them before treatment.  After you 
get that stuff under control, 10 days or so, 
you should start doing water changes to 
remove the salt. Salt will not dissipate 
with evaporation. This information and 
more is found in your members guide 
section 6 page 6. 
 Remember weather you use salt 
or another chemical, once you have killed 
string algae, you must remove it from the 
pond or it will decompose and create a 

terrible problem. 
 Once I was told to add salt for a 
bacterial infection. Yes, salt works for 
that too. Who knew? And parasites, and 
fungus too. It is not a cure all for every-
thing, but if you see little sores, or a pink-
ish cast on the skin between the scales 
one thing you can do is up your salt for 

awhile. If it doesn’t cure it, it will usually 
hold it off until you can get professional 
help. 

 To treat for these, bring your 
water up to .19% or #15 per 1000 gal and 
hold it there and for about 10 days then 
gradually lower it to .03%( Peoria water) 
or bring it  up to .05%, just a little salt. 
Some people keep their water at 0.1% all 
the time #8 per 1000 gal) and have no 
adverse effects. You will find this in sec-
tion 1 page 10 of your members guide. 

 The first time I had a 
bacterial infection I didn’t know what to 
do so I did nothing for a while. I thought 
it would just go away on its own. That 
was wishful thinking. Well, I waited until 
there was a growth of greenish fuzz 
sprouting from my poor fish. Then a bril-
liant person told me to just add salt, it 
only took about a week for it to clear 
completely up. My fish has lived for 10 
years since then and is perfectly healthy, 
although she is always the only one to get 
that infection again every couple of years. 
My other fish never seem to get it. 
 What kind of salt do you use? 
Non iodized table salt, meat curing, pick-
ling, rock salt or solar salt. Some water 

 Do I just dump the salt in the 
pond? No, the salt crystals can burn your 
fishes skin and we sure don’t want that. 
The recommended way to add salt is to 
place the salt in a pail and put it under the 
waterfall. That way the salt is dissolved 
before it hits the pond. 
 Who would have thought that 
salt was such a wonderful thing? 

2012 Meeting Dates and Locations 

Who would have 
thought that salt was 
such a wonderful 
thing? 
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Aug. 11, 2012 - Allen & Lori Kruger, Lincoln - 

 Start Time will be 10:00 AM 

     Sept. 8, 2012 - ICC, East Peoria    

     Oct. 13, 2012 - Loren & Margaret Swanson, East Peoria 

     Nov. 10, 2012 - Banquet  



Prairieland KOI & Pond Society Board Meeting Minutes 
March 24th, 2012  

 

Place:  Larry Zehr’s house 
Attending: Todd Bong, Larry Zehr, Greg & Letriana Cantrell, Jean Clarke, Allen Kruger, Brenda & 
Vince Smith, Rick Moreland and Karen Hofstetter. 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by President Todd Bong. 
Previous Month’s Minutes: 
There were no changes or corrections.  Minutes were accepted as written.  
Treasurer’s Report: 
Beginning Balance:  $4,683.85 
Income:                        $262.00 
Expenses:                    $144.47 
Ending Balance:       $4,801.38 
HOI Fair 
Discussion was held on whether or not to participate in the HOI fair.  There is a lot of work involved 
and in the last two years the club only recruited 3 members.  Todd and the Board decided on some 
stipulations.  Members need to give input on whether or not the club should partake in the fair ac-
tivities. If so, more than just the board members need to volunteer.  Also, instead of elaborate dis-
plays it was decided to have an information booth and a small fountain to cut down on the enor-
mous amount of work that had been done in the past.   
List of meetings and topics: 
Karen wanted a reminder sent to all club members who have not yet paid their dues. This should be 
done by April 1st, checks can be mailed to Karen Hofstetter at 22223 Grosenbach Rd, Washington, IL  
61571. Make checks payable to Prairieland Koi and Pond Society or (PKPS).  Vince has been in dis-
cussion with the director of the Glen Oak Zoo, Yuvonne Strode, in possibly partaking in the zoo’s 
Earth Day celebration held on Sunday, April 22nd.  Todd and the Board discussed having a display 
or booth similar to the one held during the ICC days.  This information needs to be added to the 
newsletter.  Volunteers will be needed for this event.  Vince also discussed in depth with Ms. Strode 
in regards to the cleaning and maintenance of their pond.  She is interested in getting the pond up 
and running however, suggestions on how to keep it looking presentable seemed a little confusing 
to Ms. Strode. It was suggested that someone from the club have a meeting with her to discuss the 
particulars that are involved in maintaining their pond, such as: placing a net over it to keep debris 
and other garbage out and someone to at least keep the filter and net clean, if a person can not help 
with the ecosystem of the pond.  Vince mentioned to Ms. Strode about acquiring a vending machine 
to hold fish food, if more patrons show an interest in their pond perhaps the zoo faculty may be-
come more interested in maintaining it.  If club members do volunteer to clean the pond this spring 
items from the zoo personnel will be needed, such as:  a garden hose, pressure washer, a garbage 
can container and someone to remove the garbage.  Ms. Strode also mentioned that members can 
only work on the pond during zoo hours from 8 am to 4 pm. 
AKCA (National Level Association) Issues with in-fighting concerning the upcoming elections: 



Forty-two clubs out of ninety-three informed association if they can not get issues under control and 
follow the by-laws they will pull out of the organization and start a new club. Todd and the other 
Board members unanimously agreed to do the same thing, if the association does not dissolve their 
differences. 
Open Discussion: 
A discussion was held regarding participation at the Peoria Home Show next spring.  Everyone was 
for the idea, unless it is too costly to rent a space. 
Vince was approached by someone from the Art & Society to publish some of our pond pictures and 
discuss our involvement at the zoo in their May/June addition.  Larry could give a write up of the 
history of fish. This would be free advertisement for the club. Allen could send her pictures. 
Rick Hornbaker will discuss pondless waterfalls and hydrangeas at our May meeting at Horn-
baker’s. Members can arrive at anytime to shop but, the meeting will start promptly at 10:00.   
The June meeting will be conducted by Mike White to discuss water filters and pumps. Since he is 
traveling out of town, Todd and the Board unanimously voted to take him out to lunch afterwards. 
 Todd and the Board members agreed to purchase a new scale for Allen so he can divide fish food 
purchased by members more accurately. The purchase should cost around $40.00. 
Rick spoke to Bob Streitmatter and he invited our club to hold meetings anytime of the year. The 
board will consider having a board meeting there if it does not cost anything. 
Discuss with members in early spring about opening of their ponds and in the fall on netting it and 
closing for the winter. 
At the end of each club meeting Todd should ask if anyone has any questions or comments. 
Karen spoke to someone about the pond at Good’s in Kewanee and said it was in terrible shape.  
Would we be interested in looking into that? 
Newsletter items: 
Brenda discussed survey results. Members are tired of hearing about roses and hostas.  Members are 
more interested in having meetings held at members’ homes instead of other facilities.   
 Brenda wants to improve our name tags by having our pictures on it, along with our names, and 
the PKPS logo. This will help members get better acquainted.   
Brenda needs more pictures of members’ ponds and a small write up.  
The club is considering getting t-shirts, hats and jean shirts with PKPS logo on them to sell to mem-
bers.   
On May 19th-20th Aquascape, in St. Charles, IL, is having their annual Water Garden weekend. 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m.  The next Board meeting will be held at Rick Moreland’s 
house. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Letriana Cantrell 

Secretary 



         THE  POND  UP  NORTH 
  
While walking down the isles at Sam's Club in Peoria in the year 2000, Terry and I spotted a pre-formed water garden kit with a 2-tier 
waterfall.  We just had to have it!  And, so it began.  Terry installed the pond and we ventured out to get 4 Goldfish.  The pond was 
small, easy to manage and enjoyable.  Don't laugh... I know many of you had this same start in ponding. 

That same summer, we went on a local pond tour sponsored by a local landscaper.  It was after the tour, we decided to have a real 
pond installed the following spring as a gift to each other for our 25th Wedding Anniversary.  We had several landscape companies 
give us  bids and finally decided on Rayman and Lisa from Kullscape in Washburn.  They kindly agreed to travel North to Spring Val-
ley to install a 2,100 gallon , 14 X 16 foot pond with a 22 foot stream and double waterfall.  We warned them that the dig might be 
rough, as we reside on the edge of a retired gravel pit.  The one day project turned into 5 days with heavier equipment needed to 
complete the project, but Kullscape installed a beautiful Aquascape system.  We transferred our 4 Goldfish into their new home and 
added 2 Koi fish  (because we all love our Koi).  Well, that same summer we had 64 babies...all hybrid fish that were ugly grey in 
color.  At first, I thought someone had dropped bluegills into our pond.  We spent the remainder of that year and the following spring 
rounding up fish and giving them all away, except for our 2 Koi.  About that same time, we did some internet searching and located 
the Prairieland Pond Society in Peoria ~ 60 miles south of us.  We quickly joined the Club and have enjoyed learning the proper way 
the care for ponds and Koi fish. We have enjoyed the Society and have met many new friends and fellow ponders. 

The pond has been a work in progress.  And, although the pond size remains unchanged, we have added surrounding hardscape, 
gazebo and fire pit to our delight.  Our latest addition is our statue of Max and Milo, the boy fisherman with his dog. 

Terry and I extend a heartfelt welcome to all Club members to come and visit us and our pond in Spring Valley following the May 
meeting at Hornbackers in Princeton.  We are trying to get a few others pond for you guys to see that day as well.  We will have maps 
and directions available soon.  We've enjoyed viewing many of your ponds down south and hope everyone is able to make the trip in 
May.  Hornbackers will not disappoint you.  I also hope this May will be better weather than last year. 

Terry and Carol Maltas 

748 Old North Road 

Spring Valley, IL   61362 

 





Ph 309-925-5840 

E-mail:  Turtle@myfrontier.com 

 

 

Todd Bong 

President/Editor 

317 N. Sampson St 

Tremont, IL 61568 

            Chairpersons 
Brenda Smith  

Raffles/Door Prizes/Special Events 

309-682-1422 

 

Jean Clarke  Membership 

309-691-6721 

             Officers 
Todd Bong   President/Editor 

309-925-5840 

 

Larry Zehr   Vice President 

309-745-5055 

 

Letriana Cantrell   Secretary 

309-699-1304 

 

Karen Hofstetter  Treasurer 

309-699-5155 

 

                 Directors 
Allen Kruger   Senior Director 
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Rick Moreland  Director 
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Vince Smith   Director 
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